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Welcome 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We are delighted to welcome you to our Early Years class at Stanton 

Harcourt Church of England School.  

Stanton Harcourt Primary School is a small school within a very close village 

community. The staff care for the children and strive to ensure that they 

achieve academically, socially and emotionally enabling them to contribute 

and be confident citizens of the future. Our school is part of the Eynsham 

Partnership Academy, alongside five other local schools and Bartholomew 

Secondary School.  

Our  Early Years curriculum is designed to motivate and inspire pupils. 

Children are encouraged to become independent learners and foster a “love 

of learning”. 

We look forward to meeting you and your child as they start their 

educational journey in Primary School.  

 

Faye Tingley     

Headteacher 

Staffing 



In line with Pre School providers and the Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS) guidance, we operate a key person system. When every child has a 

key person it enables them to feel safe and cared for as they start school. 

This person is available as your first point of contact. Please feel free to 

approach any of our team if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

Meet Our Early Years Team  

Mrs Ellie Pascoe 

SENCO 

Early Years 

Teacher 

Mrs Lucy McKay 

 

Early Years 

Teacher 

Mrs Michelle 

Archer 

Early Years TA 

Miss Danielle 

Leeds 

Early Years TA 

  
 

 

 

School Admin Team 

Mrs Anna Oliver    School Admin Officer 

 

 

 

 



Teaching and Learning  

At Stanton Harcourt Primary School we have a thriving Nursery provision 

which offers children from the age of 3 a wonderful start in their learning. 

The EYFS staff are a happy, close-knit team who endeavor to make the 

children’s transition into school an enjoyable and fun experience. Our 

Nursery (Bunnies)  is shared with the children who are in Reception (Busy 

Bees)  and we are all based in our new purpose built Early Years Unit. 

Settling the children into school life is our top priority when they start. 

Building solid relationships with the children and parents alike is the key 

foundation to starting the learning journey. The mixed age class also 

provides a seamless transition from Nursery to Reception for our youngest 

children. 

The Nursery and  Reception provision is enhanced regularly in response to 

the children’s changing needs and interests.  We carefully plan to ensure the 

children are continually learning through their play.  Writing, reading and 

mathematical skills are planned into the learning environment each week.  

Children are provided with many opportunities for developing their personal, 

social and communication skills within their play. 

Our Early Years setting is the perfect start for our 3-5 year old children. 

Our team provides a wide range of play based activities, using the Early 

Years Foundation Stage Framework, organised to allow every child choice 

and opportunity. When our children progress into Reception we build on the 

foundations laid in nursery, whilst developing the academic skills required to 

move onto Year One.  

 

 

The Early Years Curriculum has seven key areas of learning.  



The prime areas of learning are:   

● communication and language   

● physical development   

● personal, social and emotional development  

The specific areas of learning are:   

● literacy   

● mathematics   

● understanding the world   

● expressive arts and design 

 

Planning and Assessment 

Your child will be taught from a topic-based curriculum that covers the 

seven areas of learning and a wide range of engaging and exciting 

experiences to develop a love of learning. Each topic will last for a half term 

and will include a selection of high-quality texts to compliment the activities. 

Each term, you will receive a topic web that will give an overview of what 

your child will be learning at school as well as ideas for supporting at home.  

As of September 2021, all Foundation Stage units plan to carry out a 

statutory assessment which is used throughout the child’s primary school 

career as a baseline. This assessment involves activities based on language, 

communication, literacy and mathematics which we will carry out over the 

first six weeks. The assessment will be age-appropriate, last approximately 

20 minutes and staff will record the results electronically. It will not be 

used to label or track individual pupils. No numerical score will be shared, 

and the data will only be used at the end of year 6 to form the school-level 

progress measure.  



 

Additional Needs 

We are committed to provide a first-rate education for all children. If your 

child has additional needs such as a medical or special educational need 

please ensure this information is recorded on your registration form. There 

is additional funding available for children with SEND needs so it is 

important that you discuss this as soon as possible. In the first instance 

please speak with your child’s class teacher who could then involve Mrs 

Pascoe (SENCo). Any information, such as a pediatrician or speech therapist 

reports, are really helpful and it would be useful to receive a copy of these 

at your child’s visit to enable us to meet with you to plan for individual 

children’s needs, if necessary. 

Learning Journeys 

During child and adult-led learning, adults will make observations using the 

system, Tapestry. Tapestry is an electronic system that allows adults to 

make in-depth observations of children’s learning and experiences that 

informs next steps and planning.  

Reading 

Reading forms a huge part of the curriculum at Stanton Harcourt School. At 

Stanton Harcourt Primary School we teach children to read and write using 

Rocket Phonics. It is encouraged that children read a minimum of three 

times a week at home. This can be recorded in their reading diaries which 

should come home daily. Books which come home will be books which have 

appropriate sounds which your child has mastered at school, so there should 

be no new learning of sounds at home. If you have any concerns around 

reading at home, please do come and speak to a member of the EYFS team.  

 



Our Outdoor Area 

“The best classroom and the richest cupboard are roofed only by the 

sky” 

Margaret McMillian 

The outdoor area is also used as an outdoor classroom. We aim to provide 

children with a variety of activities during the day with which they can have 

fun whilst they learn. The children are able to access the outside as much as 

possible throughout the day. 

A Typical Day 

8.40 - 9: Doors Open/Register 

9 - 9.30: Phonics Activities  

9.30 - 10: Continuous Provision 

10 - 10.30: Snack and Milk  

10.30 - 11: Maths Activities 

11 - 11.50: Continuous Provision 

11.50: Morning session ends 

11.50 - 1: Lunch (A school dinner can be ordered or bring a healthy packed lunch. 

No nuts as we are a nut free school) 

1 - 1.45:Expressive Arts/Topic activities 

1.45 - 2.15: Continuous Provision 

2.15 - 3: Expressive Arts/Topic activities 

3.10: Afternoon session ends. 

Pupils attend PE once a week. 



The school provides one piece of fruit a day for the children as part of the 

healthy schools campaign. All our children are offered milk at lunch and 

snack time.  

 

Before School Provision 

The school currently operates daily before school provision beginning at 

8am. This is open for reception pupils only. If you are interested in 

registering your child for breakfast club, please see the office for more 

details.   

Uniform 

Children need to come into school each day in a full, named school uniform. 

 

Reception and Nursery (Busy Bees and Bunnies)  

Dark grey/black shorts, trousers, pinafore dresses or skirts (blue gingham 

dresses in summer term) 

White polo shirt 

Blue cardigan or jumper 

Black school shoes (Velcro if possible) 

Details of where to order uniform can be found on the school website. 

PE kit: Black shorts or jogging bottoms (for cold weather), white t-shirts. 

Children can wear their school sweatshirts during colder weather for 

outdoor PE. 

Please note that long hair should be tied up and stud earrings only. 



 

What to bring in 

A pair of named wellington boots 

A named water bottle 

A named spare change of clothes 

A named coat as we will be outside in all weathers! 

Named PE kit 

Waterproofs (if your child attends a Friday Forest School session) 

Book Bags (Reception only)  

Book bags are available to buy from the school office at £5.00 each. These 

are useful for taking home pictures, newsletters and borrowing books. Later 

these can be used to take home reading scheme books. 

FOSHS (Friends of Stanton Harcourt School) 

The parent association consists of parents of children in the school who 

raise money throughout the year for projects within the school. They are 

always looking for new members – please put your name forward if you would 

like to help the school continue to create the best learning environment for 

your child. 

Absences 

If your child is ill or not attending for any reason please inform the school 

office by telephone using 01865 881948 for a verbal message or email 

office.3130@stantonharcourtschool.org.uk. 
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Illness and medicines 

Please be reassured that if your child becomes ill during the school day that 

we will phone the contact numbers held in the office. If these should change  

please keep us informed to avoid any unnecessary distress to your child. In 

accordance with Oxfordshire County Council guidelines to schools, we will 

administer medicines in certain circumstances. Please talk to your child’s 

teacher if this is applicable. Any medication given will require a form 

completed and signed by you. 

 

Accidents 

If your child does have an accident at school the appropriate first aid will be 

carried out and recorded on an accident report sheet. If your child has a 

bump to the head, you will be notified.  

In the unlikely event of a more serious injury we will contact you as soon as 

possible and call the emergency services as required.  

 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Early Years Foundation Stage at 

Stanton Harcourt CofE School.  If you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to contact us.  


