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Collective Worship at Stanton Harcourt CE Primary @”‘J Stanton Harcourt
School

Our vision:
Our inclusive church school aims to fulfil the potential of all;

Living, Learning and Growing Together.

We aspire to be excellent learners and leaders, empowered through our partnerships with all.
Together we are parts of a body and each person’s gifts, skills and qualities are cherished, enabling
the whole body to flourish.

As St Paul the apostle advises in Romans 12:4, ‘Each one of us has a body, and that body has many
parts ... In Christ we are all one body and we are all a part of it. Each part belongs to all the other
parts. We all have different gifts.

Partnerships and community are at the heart of our school. We created our vision to reflect that we
are a small, rural school — living, learning and growing together.

Aims and Purpose of Collective Worship
Collective worship gives pupils and school staff a daily opportunity to:

® engage in an act of community

® express praise and thanksgiving to God

e be still and reflect

e explore the big questions of life and respond to national events
e foster respect and deepen spiritual awareness

e reflect on the character of God and on the teachings of Christ
e affirm Christian values and attitudes

e share each other's joys and challenges

e celebrate special times in the Christian calendar.

It is intended to:

enable all children to appreciate their worth and value to God and to the community

e support the children's spiritual, personal, moral and social development through giving
opportunities for prayer and reflection

e take time for moments of forgiveness and thankfulness

e provide memorable and enjoyable experiences of worship.



Programme

Each day of the week, Collective Worship has a distinctive character while still following the same
structure (outlined below). On Monday, we focus on elements of the school vision; on Tuesday we
focus on Bible stories and Christian festivals, linked to our value of the term; on Wednesday,
Collective Worship comprises a class-based time of reflection (a ‘Wednesday Wows, Nows &
Ows’)**See Appendix 1; on Thursday we focus on cultural events or special celebrations; and on
Friday, we focus on celebrating the children's achievements.

As well as our formal Collective Worship, each class pauses before lunch and at the end of the day
to reflect and give thanks; on Wednesday this is in addition to the ‘Wednesday Wows, Nows & Ows’.

Our usual Collective Worship timetable is:

Day and time Taken by Theme

Monday 10.10am | Whole school Teachers Significant
events/individuals

Tuesday 10:10am | Whole School Local Clergy/Chaplain | Value focus

Wednesday Each class individually | Class teachers Wednesday Wows,

Time varies by class Nows & Ows

Thursday  10.10am | Whole school Ellie Pascoe Cultural focus/special
celebrations

Friday 10:10am | Whole school Faye Tingley Celebration of
achievements

While the current Collective Worship timetable provides structure, flexibility will be maintained to
adjust timings as needed to accommodate school events, special occasions, or pupil needs.

Planning

At the start of each term, the Headteacher, Chaplain and Clergy liaise to draw up the content for the
term. The programme for Tuesday’s Collective Worship is developed in partnership with local clergy
and Chaplain.

Planning for Collective Worship will explicitly consider the needs of pupils with SEND to ensure
accessibility and meaningful engagement. While worship is distinctly Christian, respect for diverse
faith backgrounds will be maintained, fostering an inclusive environment.

Structure

Collective Worship takes place as a whole school in the hall except on a Wednesday. In addition,
once a month we go to St Michael’s church for Collective Worship.

The school Chaplain works with a group of pupils who have volunteered to be part of the Worship
Group, generally three pupils, one from various year groups. The group changes every long term.
The Worship Group is actively involved in leading aspects of Collective Worship.



Collective Worship usually follows the following format:

Entrance: Children come into the hall to thought-provoking and awe-inspiring images on the screen
and/or music playing. This can express a variety of moods ranging from energetic joy to
contemplative tranquillity.

Welcome: Greeting and lighting of the candle is led by the Worship Group using the following
liturgy:

Peace be with you

And also with you.

‘God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit’ (as the three-part candle is lit).

Message/ input: This is led by the staff or clergy member responsible and relates to the agreed
theme.

Christian song/hymn: Songs and hymns are selected to link with the theme and reflect a range of
styles and age. The intention is for each child to develop a bank of songs and hymns that they know
well to aid them in expressing themselves to God.

Sending out: The pupil Worship Group or adult leading Collective Worship leads a concluding prayer
and music is played as children leave.

Worship Group

The Worship Group is an integral part of Collective Worship at Stanton Harcourt school. Made up of
children from across the year groups, with consideration given to including representatives from the
Nursery and Reception classes where appropriate to support early spiritual development, who
volunteer to serve on the group for a term, the aims of having the Worship Group are:

to help with the running of Collective Worship

to model engagement with Collective Worship

to model leadership

to help make Collective Worship more fun e.g. leading new songs and teaching actions

to be the pupil voice and contribute ideas to help make Collective Worship as engaging as
possible.

Evaluation and Monitoring

The Collective Worship group, supported by the Chaplain and Headteacher, will regularly evaluate
the effectiveness of worship sessions, gathering feedback from pupils, staff, and governors to inform
ongoing improvements.

Collective Worship and the law

Arrangements for Collective Worship in a church school are the responsibility of the governors in consultation
with the head teacher. Foundation Governors have particular responsibility for seeing, so far as is practicable,



that the ethos of the school is reflected in worship. The act of worship is not included in curriculum time and
must be distinctive to meet legal requirements.

There are legal requirements for Collective Worship, which include:

Collective Worship in a Church of England School should be in accordance with the trust deed or Diocesan
guidelines. These include the tenets and practices of the Church of England. In other words in a church school,
it should be clearly Christian.

The school must provide an act of Collective Worship for all children every day. Daily Collective Worship must
be provided for all registered school pupils on a daily basis, (unless they have been withdrawn by parental
request). Therefore, this applies from Reception. It also means that it is illegal to withdraw any pupils from
Collective Worship on any other grounds (for example support groups, music lessons, booster classes, etc).

The act of Collective Worship can take place at any time of the school day and in any regular school grouping
e.g. whole school, key stage or class unit.

This policy supports the school’s preparations for SIAMS inspection and reflects the requirements for Christian
distinctiveness and spiritual development as outlined by the Diocese and statutory guidance.

The right to withdraw
Parents may withdraw their children from Collective Worship. Parents considering this are invited to discuss

the matter with the head teacher. Teachers may withdraw from Collective Worship although they may be
asked to attend for secular matters.

Policy review
The policy will be reviewed biennially, with input from staff, pupils (including the Worship Group),
governors, and local clergy to ensure it continues to meet the needs of the whole school

community.

This policy was agreed in November 2025

This policy will be reviewed in September 2027



Appendix 1

Using NOW, WOW, and OW in
Classroom-Based Collective Worship: A

Guide for Teachers

What are NOW, WOW, and OW?

e NOW: This focuses on the present moment—what pupils are experiencing,
noticing, or feeling right now during worship. It encourages mindfulness and
attentiveness to the immediate spiritual atmosphere or message.

e WOW: This highlights moments of inspiration, surprise, or wonder that touch
pupils’ hearts or minds. WOW moments are those that spark awe, joy, or deep
appreciation, helping pupils connect emotionally and spiritually.

e OW: This acknowledges challenges, questions, or discomforts that arise during
worship. OW moments encourage pupils to reflect on difficulties or uncertainties
that can lead to spiritual growth and deeper understanding.

How to Use NOW, WOW, and OW in Classroom Worship

e At the start of collective worship, introduce the idea of NOW, WOW, and OW to pupils
in simple terms:

o “During our worship today, we will think about what we notice right now
(NOW), what inspires or surprises us (WOW), and what challenges or
questions we have (OW).”



NOW: Pause at key moments for pupils to notice their feelings, thoughts, or
surroundings.
o Example prompt: “What can you notice about how you feel right now? What
is happening around you?”
WOW: Invite pupils to identify moments that inspire or move them.
o Example prompt: “Was there something in the story, prayer, or music that
made you say ‘Wow’? What was it?”
OW: Encourage pupils to share any questions, doubts, or things that made them
think hard.
o Example prompt: “Did anything make you wonder or feel unsure? What
would you like to learn more about?”

Provide time for pupils to reflect individually, in pairs, or small groups using NOW,
WOW, OW prompts.

Use reflection journals, discussion, or creative responses (drawing, writing, drama) to
express their thoughts.

Summarise common NOW, WOW, and OW themes shared by pupils (respecting
confidentiality and sensitivity).

Offer a closing prayer that embraces all these experiences, asking for God’s guidance
in the WOW moments and strength in the OW challenges.

Practical Tips for Teachers

Adapt language and depth of questions to suit age and development stage.

Use visual aids or symbols (e.g., cards or posters with NOW, WOW, OW) to remind
pupils of the process.

Model your own NOW, WOW, and OW reflections to encourage openness.

Integrate NOW, WOW, OW into other spiritual activities, such as reflection corners or
RE lessons.

Encourage pupils to revisit their OWs over time, supporting ongoing spiritual growth.

Example NOW, WOW, OW Prompts by Age Group

Age
Group

NOW Prompt WOW Prompt OW Prompt




EYFS What do you feel | What made you smile Is there something you
right now? or feel happy? wonder about?
KS1 What can you What surprised or What was tricky or made
notice right now? inspired you? you think?
KS2 What are you What inspired or What challenges or
noticing right now? moved you? questions do you have?

WOW, NOW, OW Question Prompts

WOW (Moments of Wonder, Inspiration, Surprise)

What made you feel amazed or inspired today?

Was there a part of the story or prayer that made you say “Wow!”?

What did you learn that surprised you?

Can you think of a time when you felt really close to God or someone you love?
What is something beautiful or special you noticed today?

What made you smile or feel joyful during worship?

Did anything challenge your thinking in a good way?

NOW (Present Moment Awareness, What is Happening Now)

What are you noticing about how you feel right now?

What sounds or sights are around you as we worship?

What can you feel in your body or heart at this moment?

What is one thing you are thankful for right now?

How are you feeling about being part of this worship or activity?
What is happening in the story or prayer right now?

What can you see, hear, or sense in this moment?

OW (Challenges, Questions, Growth)

What made you wonder or ask questions today?

Was there anything that made you feel unsure or confused?
What is something you find difficult about living out your faith?
Is there a part of worship or the story that challenges you?
What do you want to learn more about or understand better?
How can you grow in kindness, courage, or love this week?
What is one thing you find hard but want to try to do better?




Using These Prompts in Practice

Use open-ended questions to invite thoughtful responses.

Adapt language complexity based on pupils’ age and understanding.
Encourage pupils to share verbally, write, draw, or reflect silently.
Incorporate prompts into reflection sheets, journals, or group discussions.
Model your own NOW, WOW, OW reflections to encourage openness.
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